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125 Reverend Dr. TRA PP. 


SHouLD not have appear'd 
pf againſt Dr. TRAPP's Perfor- 
W mance, tending to condemn 


. m 


ever my Opinion of it may be, was 
that Gentleman now amongſt us; but in 
regard his Abſence makes it impoſiible 
for him to reply, it is natural, and ob- 
vious, for any Perſon to return an Anſwer, 
who differs from the Dr's Sentiments, 
and conceives him to have advanc'd a very 
. wag Charge. 

I beg Leave juſt to take Notice, that ſo 
formidable an Antagonif had eſtabliſh'd 
rt Character of ä ſome what 


more 
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2 2 Mr. WHITEFIELD, whatſo- 


TIE; 


more happily, had he thought of lis 
the Field, whilſt. the Enemy was yet before 


him: It were to be wiſh'd that the Cir- 
cumſtance of his appearing had been more 
early, and opportune, But let, us ſee 
what this Swelling-Performance, foretold 
by all our News-Writers accidentally in the 
ſame Words, after the Solicitation of four 
Pariſhes before it could be obtain'd, has 
brought forth. If the Charge it contains 
ſtands ſupported by Facts, and Argument, 
it ought no doubt to have it's Influence ; ; 
but the Dr muſt excuſe the rational Part 
of Mankind, ſhould it be found to have 
ſtarted from him, chiefly as the Effect of 
Raſhneſs, and Reſentment. = peel 

Our Author has choſe his Text, Be 
not righteous over-much, &c. Eccl. vii. 16. 
very judiciouſly, it muſt be allow'd, with 
a View to his Purpoſe, that is, in Hope 
that his Reader will /upply the Application, 
and carry it for him to the Caſe before us 
without the leaſt Heſitation: But no in- 
telligent Reader will be catch'd at this 
Rate. He muſt perceive diſtinctly that 


the Dr proves his intended Object Mr. 


W. to be under ſuch Predicament, either 
out of his Practice, out of his printed 
en or, his Sermons lately deliver d. 


Does 


5 


31. 


Does he this? not at all, nor ſo much as 
attempt it, except by Inſinuation, and a 


Variety of Circumlocutions. | A 
yet appears in the Deliveries of Mr. 


contrary to, or inconſiſtent with 7 8 


ſalutary Caution. Rather, he ha 


diſclaim'd, and diſavows every Day, all ao 5 


Extravagancies. And particularly fro 
this Text of the Dr has himſelf urg d 


the Neceſſity of a Con/iftency in Men's 
Duties, and that they ſhould keep an Eye 
to this Point, thro' the ſeveral Parts of 


Life, with reſpect as well to Man, as to 
God, Whatſoever Pharaoh's Officers in- 


ſinuate, he does not let the People from 


their Work. Poflibly they become by this 
Means even better Servants. Not but 


that in ſome Inſtances Miſapprehenſions 


of his Doctrine may happen. In the 


main ĩt tends to Good, and on this my pre- 
pervert the 


ſent Apology ſtands. Several 
. Scriptures, yet no rational Man will urge 


this as an Argument againſt the Uſe, and : 


Continuance, of the Scriptures. 


Tre Dr quotes (page 14) a Paſſage 
in a Treatiſe upon Chriſtian Perfection 


written by Mr. Law, truly exceſſive and. 


incautious. And yet this Paſſage will 


admit a better Interpretation, than it 
Go 2 ſeems 
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ſeems to carry in it, if the Occaſion of it 
be confider'd, and the Words which fol- 
low. However, I ſhall not ſtay upon 
that Writer, it being abſolutely foreign 
to the Perſon, and Caſe, before us. 
The Dr, indeed, calls him artfully one of 
theſe Writers; fo he might any other ex- 
ceptionable one in the letter'd World. He 
is 1 Methodiſt; Mr. Vs Doctrines are 
neither worſe, nor better, for any Poſition 
Mr. Law advances. | 
For this barren Argumentation hitherto 
ineffectually ſcatter d, wherein the Dr. 
ſays ſeveral true Things, but without an 
Advetſary, he makes ample Amends in his 
growing Pages. He urges to the Purpoſe, 
When he breaks out, as he does towards the 
Middle of his Book, into a Repreſentation, 
that theſe Methodiſts are Hypocrites, 
Enthuſfiaſis and Noveleſts. Nay, he is de- 
termin'd to reckon the whole Incident at 
laſt, a Depth of Satan, and Myſtery of 
Iniguity. It ſeems there are more Myſte- 
ries of Iniquity beſides Popery. And by 
a certain Conduct which has appear d 
within a few Months, but not on the 
Part the Dr means, I begin to think ſo to. 
Tun fame Charge, for the moſt Part, 
we find inſinuated at preſent by the City- 
Clergy 
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Clergy in general, Dr. Berriman (far in the 
moſt Comes: Manner) Mr. Land, and 
the Weekly Miſcellan. 

Tuis Dr's formidable Accuſation, I 
have colle&ted- into one View out of the 
Dr's deſultory Manner of writing, from 

his Pages 36, 54, 56, 57, 65, 66, 69. 
Nevertheleſs, before I reply fully to it, 
with an Endeavour to go to the Bottom 
of it, I muſt. conſider, a few -Circum- 

ſtantial Points, which appear too material 
to be paſs d over. 

Ir is obſervable, little or ae was 
objected to the Methodiſts, by the Clergy,” 
whilſt they continu'd in our Churches, 

excepting ſome - Diſorders, - and  Incon- 
veniences, ariſing by their Means to 
our Places of Worſhip: Nothing, I fay, 

. was publickly alledg'd, of that deep Kind 
now inſiſted upon. But from the Time 
they unexpectedly undertook to preach in 
Fields, and in a Manner not altogether fa- 
vourable to Eccigſiaſtical Maxims, and 
Church- Authority, they have commenc'd 
Impoſtors, - Enthuſiaſts, and Noveliſts. 
They have likewiſe * it ſeems, 
very additional Blame, ing that 


they diſcern ſeveral valuable, and worthy 
| Chriſtians amongſt the Diſſenters of every 
Branch, 


1 
Branch. Strange, very ſtrange this, that 
Perſons muſt immediately be reckon'd 
Heterodox, extreme Weak, and even wor- 
thy ſuppreſs d by the ſecular Arm, 
if in any Degree they ſnew the Folly of 
being bigotted to — and Cuſtoms. 
It is certainly one Species of being 
righteous ober- much, and wiſe over-much, 
when Perſons' confine their Ideas of Re- 
ligion, to Forms, human Eſtabliſhments, 
and conſecrated Ground. 

SINCE 'tis well known little Refor- 
mation has been wrought by the In- 
ſtruction, or by the Example of many 
Clergymen in the preſent Day; is a Re- 
formation the worſe, or to be rejected 
merely for ariſing from another Quarter? 
A good Example, and Truth, are ſeaſon- 
able and worthy to be embrac'd, come 
from what Quarter they will. They are 
equally valuable in a Field, as in a Palace, 
or Temple. 

Ir is the Bigotry of Men that circum- 
ſcribes Religion, not the Goſpel. Does 
preaching in a Field annul that Character 
or Commiſjion of a Miniſter, in all reſ- 
pes ordain'd like the reſt, which Divines 
themſelves call an zndelible Character? 


As to the Uncouthneſs of the Manner, Mr. 
| V. 


[7] 


M. was evidently neceſſitated to it, by the 
 Clergy's own Conduct in refuſing him the 
Uſe of their Pulpits. A Diſcovery ſeems 
to be made, that the Exerciſe of a 
Miniſter's Function, ſubſiſts no longer, 
than he ſhall ab/o/utely coincide with the 
Majority of his Brethren, or ſhall think as 
his Dioceſan thinks. What Danger this in- 
volves to the real Goſpel and to Freedom of 
Judgment, I leave with conſiderate Men. 
Tux Dr aſſerts, Page the gth, to be 
righteous over-much 1s to place much Re- 
ligion (where there is really none, but the 
Contrary) in Extraordinaries, in Inventions, 
and riking out into Bye-paths, applying 
this Deſcription to the Diſadvantage of 
the Methodiſts. On the orber Part, I am 
of Opinion, to be righteous over-much, 
as often, or oftener, conſiſts in placing 
much Religion where there is generally 
very little, in Ordinaries, Old Inventions, 
and Common Paths. As the Circumſtances 
of the World have been for ſome Years, 
they who will not tread out of the Com- 
mon Path will be in Danger of having 10 
Sobriety, no Religion, in any good Mea- 
ſure, I fear many miſcarry in what the 
Dr pompouſly- calls the Xng's High-way; 
+152 ned. 16 An The 


| 


| 
| | 
| 


[8] 
The Goſpel way is not altogether of the 


fame Breadth. 
LasTLY, There is a Senſe of being 


righteous over-much, not once mention'd 
by the Dr, which is this, when Chriſtians 
rely upon their own virtuous Performances | 
for Salvation, - The Methodiſts (but what 
in their Favour will angry Perſons hear!) 
teach expreſsly, and ,ſtrenuouſly, againſt 
this Error: An Error, which puts Man's 
Righteouſneſs, in the Place of Chriſt's ; 

and has been unhappily coyntenanc'd by 
the common Language of our Pulpits for 
ſeveral Years, | 


IT is further alledg'd, the Methodiſts 
aſſociate too much with the Diſſenters, 
and even agree with their Sentiments, and 
Doctrines. To which I reply, the Diſ- 


ſenters have moſtly kept the Old Truths, 


which ow begins to be diſcover d. At 
any Time; why ſhould we aflert and 
confine all Religion, and al Learning, 


and all Knowledge, to our own Church ? 


no wiſe Man is of a dogmatical, but of _ 
an impartial, and an ami verſa! Principle. © 
It is the Policy, -and Intereſt of a Few, 
little elſe; which has any where pre- 

ſum'd to - monopolize Truth, whether 


religious, or civil, A Few, at the * 
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of implicit Numbers, either in Church 
or State, have poſſibly committed more 
Depredations upon Truth, than has any 
other Accident beneath the un. 

.. ConsidtRiNG Men ate not taken in 
Decoys. They know that every Deno- 
mination has it's good, and it's bad. Such 
know likewiſe that ſound Religion, and 
Purity of Life, are frequently. found, 
where leaſt expected by common Vote. 
What the World eſteems Religion, fo far 
as can be collected from the Relics of 
that Object, is this, Perſons uſing the 
Church, conforming to it's Ceremonies, 
and agreeing; at leaſt in Theory, with 
what the Generality of it's Miniſters 
teach. What ui Men eſteem Religion, 
is, Perſons: underſtanding what they pro- 
ſeſs, a Seriouſneſs in Converſation, and a 
real Abſtinence from Vice, and Immo- 
rality. This may be in the Church, and 
it may be with Perſons out of the Church. 
It is not a Name that can ſave, of any 
Shape or Kind. So the Methodiſts 125; 
and becauſe they think they ſee more 
Religion, and real Knowledge, at preſent 
amongſt the Diſſenters, than (I am ſorry 
to ſay it) is commonly ſeen in our own 


Church, ä Impartiality net 


to 


[ 10 ] | | 
to deny it. Poſſibly the Diſſenters at this 
Juncture, I mean the Free-Grace-Ones, 
are more according to the original State 
of the Church, and it's conſtituent Ar- 
ticles, than our ſelves. Would all Men 
extract what is good from any Side ! _ 
Tur Dr has laid hold on a Story, page 
7, concerning a Perſon, or perhaps Per- 
ſons, actually in Bedlam for Madneſs; 
ſuppos'd to be contracted by their hearing 
the Methodiſts, The ſame Point is cre- 
dited by many. I wiſh they would read 
the Account of one Periam ſet forth in 
Mr. Mes laſt Journal. The Proof they 
go upon is this, a Perſon under that un- 
happy Circumſtance raves much of Mir 
V. and ſings the hundredth Pſalm; 
Moſt judiciouſly concluded no doubt ! 
Theſe Connoiſſeurs would do well not to 
be too confident that the Cauſe muſt 
needs be What they affirm. Dr. Monro; 
and our Phyſicians, could inform them, 
that tis exceeding - difficult to know the 
true Ground of Madneſs. A Perſon: 
may be ſeiz d with this intellectual Diſ- 
order (if I conjecture right) from a ſecret! 
and impenetrablè Cauſe, firſt, and after- 
wards infiſt on this, or that Excrravugance, 
_ W TI and poſſeſs his 
Fancy: 


[1] 


Fancy: as may be ſeen in Perſons delirious 
under a — and even in ſome Fits of 
Drunkenneſi, Their Heads will run in- 
eſſantly on one Theme, material or tri- 
lng, finging Phalms or making a Mouſe- 
trap, juſt as their Imagination has taken 
it's Turn. But all this, I apprehend en- 
tirely latter to the original Diſorder, not 
the Cauſe, but the Efe of it. A reign 
ing Incident will probably be their 9 5 
but any thing elſe, for aught can be 
known, may have been the Occafion of 
their Malady. Mr. Periam, now releas'd, 
it is plain was unjuſtiy confin'd, I ſhould 
think that Dr. Trapp 255 no great Reaſon 
to wiſh, that every Convulſioniſt ſhould 
be deem dia Madman ; ; but perhaps when 
<4 Matter is Orthodox, it alters the 
- Tho' I am not convinc'd that any 
Riſe of Madneſs is abſolutely e 
to the Methodiſts, bar Infapces Folly 
F ſhall not deny. Perſons have ſung 
P/alms in — and Corners; an In- 
diſcretion this, but no Crime. Our own 
Church may have ſeveral indiſcreet F ol- 
lowers, in ſome religious, or ceremonious 
Kind, yet npbody would think of laying 


. to our Door. The Methodiſts — 
C 2 endea- 


[ 12 ] 
endeavour'd/(if I am not miſinform d) to 
prevent ſuch Indiſcretions, and have made | 
fome Progreſs in it. 

WurN Inconveniences, and Evils, at- 
tend any Caſe, as they oftimes will the 
very beſt, if it's Evils are frequently mag- 
nify d, and miſrepreſented, and Indiſ- 
| cretions merely occur, we ought to balance 
| the bad Part with the good. It is remarka- 

| ble, great and undoubted Reformation has 
ariſen upon the Manners of the Age 
by the 1tinerant's preaching. This be- 
gins to be viſible, and nothing but Ob- 
ſtinacy or Envy can deny it. Sometimes 
fair Trees bear nothing but Leaves; if a 
deſpis d, and caſt-out Tree brings forth 
good viſible Fruit, ſuch Fruit is an irre- 
fregable Proof of it's Genuineneſs, and 
makes it (fo far) preferable even to thoſe 
in the Garden. What is Formality, a 
legal Eſtabliſhment, and Notion of Re. 
ligion to-the Reality of it? 
 TnxxE is a Religion which amuſes 
Mankind, but in Reality only fatisfies the 
Conſcience once duly enlightned. If the 
Goſpel be preach'd in the Church, it is 
well, and defirable ; but when.our Cler { 
15 . Jeave the Old Truths, and are fall eren 
into the Scheme of 2 tho' they 


any 


„ 2: err ES 
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may not diſcern it, Mankind has a Right 
to hear the Truth in the Field, or at a 
Meeting-Houſe, ſuppoſing they can find 
it no where elſe. 

Tux laſt Circumſtance, properly ſach, 
of the Caſe before us, is this, it is 
eſteem d by many to carry a Meaſure of 
Reproach to the Church. The Church, 
the Dr complains, page 37, (and others 
of the Clergy in their ſeveral late Pieces) 
is by theſe Societies, greatly impair d, and 
weaken'd. I'm afraid here the Matter 
principally pinches. When the Eccle- 
ſiaſtics of any Kingdom os unhappily 
degenerate, and corrupt, t hey will ra- 
tionally be alarm'd, and - ſpeak loudly 
againſt an Incident, that in any Degree 
threatens their Intereſt. They are pre- 
ſently in Perils amongſt falſe Brethren. 
And the Church begins to be crucify'd 
between two Thieves, Popery and Fana- 
ticiſm. A deplorable Cale doubtleſs, were 
the Clergy of any Church roperly the 
Church it's ſelf, or were it the only valid 
Communion wherein Perſons can poſſibly 
be ſav d! Suppoſe it ſhould be true, that 
Popery and Fanaticiſm are themſelves on 
this Occaſion properly the Root our Ecele- 
ne ſpeak from ! For what is Popery- 

but 


— F . Lene 


ſhall fully prove by 


1141 


but an aſſerting Irfallibility to one Sett of 


Men, and, what is Fanaticiſm, but Per- 
fons being Obſtinate in their own Way, 
reviling, deſpiſing, and perſecuting (had 
they Power) all who differ from them ? 
This, I fay, is Fanaticiſm, let it happen 
on which Side it will. In my Opinion 
nothing can weaken the Credit of any 
Clergy ſo much as their own Indiſcretions, 
and Exerbitancy of Ambition, When 


they give Suſpicion of being Lovers of 


themſelves, and negligent of their re- 
ſpective Flocks, when they break the 
Regularity of their own Church, by Plu- 
ralities, Diſpenſations, and other Enor- 
mities, and above all are actually fallen 
aſide from their Foundation, by depart- 
ing from their own conflituent EA 

ſolemn Subſcription notwithſtanding, as I 
and by, this really 
may, and I think ought to weaken and 


impair, if not the Church, yet certainly 


the Reputation of ſuch in it, who har- 
bour the preſent raſb, and denen 
Principles. 

I hope I have clear d away the Cir- 
cumſtances of the preſent Controverſy ; 
and hall now examine diſtinctly the 


—_— of the main Charge. The Me- 
thodiſts 


1481 

thodiſts are aceus d of ENTHUSIASM, 
and NOVELTY. This is no other than 
the Old Charge which began with the 
Goſpel, and has been carry'd on ſince 
through every Age, by Perſons who db 
not really underſtand the Point. The 
Apoſtle Paul was a Novelift, a Babler, be- 
ſides himſelf, and one who furn d the 
World upfide down. The Romiſis accuſe of 
the ſame all Proteſtants in general; and 
too many Proteſtants are raſh enough to 
charge it upon one another. 

ENTHUSIASM, in the common Ac- 
ceptation of the Word, (for it may alſo 
have a good Meaning) fignifies a ſtrong, 
but falſe} Pretence, to Inſpiration; 
Tux Dr argues, (Page 40, 41.) that 
Mr. V. and his — muſt certainly 
be Enthuſiaſts, becauſe, He ſays, their 
Perſwaſion of being inſpir di is ſupported 
by no Evidence, or Proof. I anſwer, 
tho" their Perfwaſion of being inſpir'd 
may be ſupported by no Evidence, or 
Proof, t Dr 'TRaAPP, and - others of bis 
Caſt, it may be abundantly! evident to 

theſe. Peron. themſelves, ind; ee: Fol- 


knwers. a 
| AGAIN, He: is very- nolitice they & 


not feel any particular \ Impulſe . 


— 
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Spirit, and breaks out into much Wrath 
upon it, tis perfect Phrenzy: All the 
World knows it to be falſe. I anſwer; 
Does Dr. Trapp feel then for every Body? 
And has every Body. in the World com- 
municated to him what their Opinion, or 
- Apprehenion i is of this Matter? 
Tnosk who talk at this Rate, con- 
tinues the Dr, are not fit to be talk'd 
with at all. Neither are they, ſay I, with 
humble Submiſſion, who argue at this 
Rate. Why muſt the Thing 7znev/fably 
be Phrenzy ? A Perſon ma A and en- 
joy a Senſation in his own Breaſt, which 
it may not be poſſible for him to make 
another ſenfible of. Should à blind or 
deaf Men aſſert there are no Colours, or 
Sounds; becauſe no Idea of them has 
happen d to him, or can be communicated 
to him, is there for that Reaſon no Co- 
our, or Sound in the World ? It may be 
ſafely obſery'd, becauſe the Scripture ſays 
it, that all Men have not the Grace of 
God. The natural Man always was, and 
always will be, an incompetent Judge, or 
Witneſs, in the preſent Caſe. Such a 
one diſcerneth not the Things of the Spirit 
| of Gad, they are Fooliſhneſs unto bim, 
neither can be know them, becauſe they 


are 
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ure ſpiritually diſcern d. That preaching, 
which is Vanity and a dead Sound to 
ſome, may poſſibly to others be the Savour 
of Life, and very Power of Salvation. 
Tur Grace 4 Almighty God is no- 
thing leſs than Inſpiration, in ſome Shape 
or another. Would Dr. Traeye, and 
other Clergymen ſpeak conſiſtently on this 
Head, they would not heſitate. ſo much 
as they do, in Complaiſance to the Free- 
will Scheme of the Day, to reckon all 
Grace a ſupernatural Afiſtance. Since 
it is not in Nature; what true Faith or 
Repentance -appears in any Chriſtian, 
ſhould (with Divines at leaſt) be eſteem'd 
a Product above Nature; and be treated 


in that Light. 
Tur who deny the actual Impulſe of 


the Spirit, or the Certainty of a ſuper- 
1 45 Afitance as the . Af 
fiftance of every real Chriſtian, do not 


ſoem to W | 


The corh Article of the Church 
of England, | 


Of F ree-WILL, 2 1 


_ The Condition 95 Man after the Fall 4 
Adam _ 


[ 218 ] 


Adam is ſuch, that he cannot turn and pre- 
pare himſelf by his own natural Strength 
and good Works to Faith and calling upon 
God: Wherefore we have no Power to 85 
good Works, pleaſant and acceptable to G 
without the Grace of God by Chriſt pre- 
venting us, that we may 9 4 goo 

and working with us, worm we have thai 
good Will. 

Wurx Grace is not reckon 4 a fuper- | 
natural Aſjiftance, that Word has loſt it's 
Meaning. And to the Shyneſs of our 
Divines on this Head muſt (as appears to 
me) in a great Meaſure be owing that 
Deiſm, or Natural Religion, of the pre- 
ſent Age, themſelyes ſo loudly complain 
of. They are on the ſame Side, and do 
not know it. 

To convince «Dr, TRAPE, as a Divine, 
how precipitately he has deliver'd himſelf 
againſt Inſpiration, and againſt any Feel- 
ing of the Spirit, an. Expreſſion he is 
much diſturb'd at, I proceed to offer to 
his Reflection, the 1 7th Article, and 
certain Colle&ts of his own Liturgy z one -. 
of which was read in it's Order, if I 
conjecture right, the very Day he was 
| preaching upon the preſent Point ; ; which 


ape runs thus: 
Article 


(79 ] 
Article the 17th of the Church. 


— Our Election in Cbriſi is full o 
Sweet, pleaſant, and unſpeakable Comfort 4 
ly Perſons, and ſuch as FEEL in them- 


fehves the working 'of the Spirit of Chriſt. 
The fifth Sunday after EASTER. 
The CoLLEecrT. 


O Lord, from whom all good Things do 
come ; Grant to us thy humble Servants, 
that by thy holy Inse1RAT10N we may 
. think boſe Things that be good, and by 
thy merciful guiding may — the ſame, 
— our L g Cbriſt. 


In the COMMUNION a Rigg 


cor LOR 


Almighty God, unto whom all Hearts be 
open, all Defires known, and from whom 
no ſecrets are hid; cleanſe the Thoughts of 
our Hearts, by the Infpi ration of : Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy Holy * through 


Chrift our Lord. 


D 2 Now 


OB Ds Dc. «OR r... 
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Now the Dr. argues againſt any In- 
ſpiration, unleſs it be attended with Mira- 
ces, do they work Miracles, Page 58. So 
that it is plain, he abſolutely forgets hims 

elf on this Subject, and is in a Paſſion, 
or he has been us'd to read theſe Collects 
wit bout any Meaning in them, With 
reſpect to the Doctrine of the Neu- Birth, 
ſo much thro' Inadvertency ridicul'd by 
many, the Church expreſsly prays, 


CHRISTMAS-DAY, | 


Almighty Ged, who baſt given us thy. 

only begotten Son to take our Nature upon. . 

him, and as at this Time to be born of a 

pure Virgin; Grant that we being regene- 

rate, and made thy Children by Adoption 
and Grace, may daily be renew'd by thy Holy 

Sp1RIT, through the ſame our Lord Jeſus 

Chrift, who liveth and reigneth with thee, 

and the ſame Spirit, ever one God, N. orld 
wit bout End. 

LasTLy, the Office for deiii Deas 
cons expreſsly ſays, Do you truſt that you 
are moved by the Hol v GnosT? To which 
the Perſon, under Ordination for a 
Miniſter, anſwers, I truſt . Now give 
me Leave; ; has Dr. Trapp, and the _— 

is 
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his Brethren, us d theſe Words on fo 
ſolemn an Occaſion without Meaning ? 
I hope not, Well, it the Holy Ghoſt is 
neceſſarily concernd to make a (real) Mi- 
niſter, I apprehend he is as neceſſarily 
concern d —— the Work of Regeneration, 
to make a real Chriſtian. 

Ixp RED the Dr, ſpeaking in his Pages 
42, 43. againſt any Impulſe, or france, 
of the Spirit, would ſeem himſelf at the 
ſame Time to allow | ſomething of that 
Doctrine. But then preſently demon- 
ſtrates he meant it not at all. As thus, 
that there is (fays he) ſuch a Thing as the 
Operation, or Influence of the Holy 
Spirit upon our Souls, tho' we cannot 
diſtinguiſh it [the Article ſays otherwiſe, 
that ſuch REEL, &c.] 3 Operations 5 
of our own Minds, is not only granted, 
but inſiſted on by all fancere and judicious 
Chriſtians. This looks right J eaſily 
grant, But take what he fays on this 

lead in the other, Paragraph of the ſame 
Page, along with 1 it. This now [this Im- 
pulſe, or Operation of the Spirit] if any 
Thing more be meant by it, as they 
plainly do mean ſomething more, tho' 
they know not what, than a good Con- 
ſcience, and the Comforts of bo . 


g 8 


[22] 


Ghoſt conſequent upon it, which who de- 
nies, is perfect Enthuſiaſm and Phrenzy 
in Religion. Now if this be not ſaying, 
and unſaying, in Religion, and really dif- _ 
believing the Point in every Shape, I ap- 
peal to the meaneſt Reader, who will 
examine this Paſſage with the leaſt At- 
tention, A good Conſcience ! Does this | 
come up to the Senſe of the Article, and 
the Collects, I have quoted? And, the 
Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt eee 
upon it! The Reader will obſerve, the 
Dr. makes the Comforts of the Holy 
Spirit dependent upon the Conſcience 45 4 
Chriſtian, and in Effect no other than, ; 
or different from, his Conſcience. Whenas, 
a good Concience would produce theſe 
Comforts it's ſelf. So that he affords 
the Holy Ghoſt no other than an anne- 
ceſſary Office, A true Divine would 
. place bb Office, and Power, of the Holy 
Ghoſt antecedent to a good Concience, not | 
after it, in order to it's being good, and . 
comfortable, in 9 of Faith 
and Repentance, —_ y bis peculiar 
Efficacy. To 12 494 Work follow a 
good Con ſcience, bers le has 10 Decafon 
at all to be, is in Effect giving him 20 
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As this is the utmoſt the Dr. grants, 


and ſince he acknowledges no farther 
about the Holy Ghoſt, certainly he appears 
to know ka; of his i Working, his 
Renewals, his * independent Efficacy, 
nor conſequently, really believes any Thing 
about it. This is Natural Religion all 
over; cloath'd with Words, only /emingly 


of another Import. He may abuſe the 


Methodiſts, and all the Diſſenters, as 


much as he pleaſes, but truly, when Ec- 


clefiaſtical Perſons ſeem to believe, but do 
not verily believe, this is a Bane, and a 
Peſt to the World indeed! Such a Con- 
duct muſt confirm Deiſm, and hold their 
particular Followers under continual Un- 
certainty, and Ignorance, | 


Tre Texts of Scripture, which ſup- 


port the Old Doctrine of ſupernatural 
Aſſiſtance, are theſe: 
Tt is written in the Prophets, and they 
ſhall be all taught of God, John vi. 45. 

It is God 227 worketh" in you both to 


will and to 40 of þ his good Pleaſure, Phil. 


xi. 


15. 
© The Spirit of God beareth W lk with 
our Spi 25 that we are the Chi dren of 


God, Rom: vii. 16. 


| Examine your elves, whether Jr be in 
tes the 


IA, 


241 
the Faitb, prove y our 0011 5 Ku 
you not your oum 2 how that Chrift is 
in you except ye be Reprovates ? 2 Cor, 


Xill. 5. 
80 far on the genuine Proofs of Rege- 


neration. I come now to the Doctrine 
of Fuſtification, as by a Free Gift of 
Almighty God, and in no Senſe by our 
own Righteouſneſs ; ſhewing ſuch plain 
Proofs of it both from our Articles, 
and from the Scriptures, as may effectually 
remonſtrate to our Clergy, that the Me- 
thodifts are not, but e the N. 
veliſts. 


The I ith Article of the Church 
of England. 


ie are accounted righteous before God, 

only for the - Merit of our Lord and 84. 
viour Feſus Chriſt by Faith, and not for 
our own Works or Deſervings, wherefore, 
that we are juſtify d by Faith only, is a 
moſt aubolgſome Doctrine and very full of 
Comfort, at more largely is expreſs 2 in the 


Homily of . Fuſtification. 
HERE I alſo might refer the Reader to 


the ft, 2d, zd, Parts of the Sermon, of 
the Salaten of Mankind, in the Book of 


Homilies 


| [ 25 ] | 

Hamilies ſet forth by Queen EL1z4apttn; 
and he may be aſſured, this antient Com- 
fition is in the main ſound Divinity, 
and far from being worthy that Contempt 
which late Years have artfully caſt upon 
it, Scriptures declaratory on the fame 
Head are theſe; 

The Law [not eben as now 


generall y interpreted, but moral] Was our 
Schoolmaſter to bring us unto Chriſt, Gal. 


ili. _ 

Cbriſt is the End of the Law [not cere- 
** but moral Law] for Righteouſneſs 
to every one that beheveth, Rom. x. 

Being juftify'd freely by bis Grace 
through the Redemption Weep is in Je eſus 
 Chri/f, Rom. iii. 24. 

- here is boaſting then? it is excluded, 
By what Law FW, orks? Nay, but by © 
the Law of Paith, Feet iii. 27. 

As by one Man's Diſobedience many were 
made Sinners, ſo by the Obedience of one 
fall many be made Righteous, Rom. v. 19. 

They being ignorant of God's Righ- 
funf , and going about to eſtabliſh their 
own ighteouſueſs, have not ſubmitted 
themſekves unto the Righteouſneſs of God, 
Rom. x. 3. 

ern theſe two Doctrines in his 

E , Hand, 


1 
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Hand, Regeneration by the Spirit of God, 
and Free- Juſtification, Mr. 1 ſet out. 
And we ſee. the happy Effects of much 
Reformation from it, in a ſhort Space f 
Time. What has the moral Scheme pro- 
duc'd in Compariſon to it? This only 
ſubſtantial Old Divinity, the Clergy have 
departed from, for the moſt. Part; fince 
the Time of Archbiſhop Lauvp: And 
have ſet up the Arminian Scheme. Partly 
to conceal this, and partly to prevent an 
Diminution of their Intereſt in general, 
they labour to flop the Mouths of the Me- 
thodits. So that the true Bottom 2 the 
reſent Oppoſition appears to me (tho I 
ſhould bh to N — ta 
more nor leſs on their Part, than Fea- 
louſy and Reſentment. 
Tux Divinity of our modern Divines 
is no older than the Reign of King 
CHARLES the firſt, and was introduc'd by 
Archbiſhop Laup with great Artifice. 
A Part of our Diſſenters, and 11 Me- 


e 
thodiſts, follow the old Scheme The 
fame was the religious Senſe of our firff 
Reformers in general, is the grammatical, 
Senſe of our Articles, and the common 

Foundation of the Proteſtant - Churches 
abroad: In FRANCE, SWITSERLAND, 
GE Re, 
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GERMANY, HoLLanD, &c. So that 
there is on this Side, that is to ſay, 
in the main (for I will never undertake 
any Side abſolutely) the conſtituent 
Articles of the general Proteſtant Church, 
our own Articles, the Writings of Lu- 
ther, and Calvin, the Current of Eng- 
liſh Divines till within leſs than a Cen- 
tury, and the Confeſſion of our Martyrs 
in every Age. | 
I hope I may now put Dr. Trxayy in 
Mind of his own Argument, Page 35, 
whatſoever in Religion is certainly new, 
is certainly falſe, 3 
. Uron the whole, what ſhall I ſay? 
Is it not oo Evident that our Gentlemen 
of the Church of England are inconſiſtent 
with their own Maxims, yet put them- 
ſelves into much Flame and Prejuduce 
againſt thoſe who regard their Sub- 
ſeription? Is it not too evident, that they, 
who call themſelves Miniſters of the 
Eſtabliſhment, are at this Juncture the 
fartheſt Diſſenters from it? 
| In Relation to the real Novelty of moſt 
modern preaching, it's confirming Deiſm, 
it's Diſingenuity with regard to the 
Layety, the Reader may ſee more, if he 
pleaſes to give himſelf ſo much Trouble, 
in a Treatiſe publiſh'd by me Half a 
E 2 Ter 


DP 
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ago. Theſe Gentlemen have enter'd u 
Controverſy, wherein it turns out that 


themſelves are the Noveliſts. And as] 


hope I have now fully ex 8 and un- 
ravel d the Matter, I ſhall conclude this 
Diſſertation with a Paraphraſe upon the 
Dr's Text; indeed ſomewhat di diffrent 
from what he has drawn, 

Be not righteous over-much, neither nale 
thy ſelf Sr why ſhould 7 thou defray 
thy Jelf * 


THovucn. this Paſſage really forbids all 


exc ive Religion, that is, ſuch Attempts 
of it, as may be contrary to, and in- 
conſiſtent with, the human Frame, yet if 
Mankind would ſhun the worſt, and 
moſt dangerous Senſe of the Words, it 
may caution them nat fo rely (according 
to the uſual Doctrine of the preſent Cen- 


tury, tho never before except under 


Popery) on that ſandy weak Foundation 


human Righteouſneſs for the Salvation of 


their Souls. They may be as virtuous as 
they can, yet muſt not encroach upon 
Chriſt's Office. What was bis active and 


paſſive Obedience for? Not for \ himſelf 


ſure. If Perſons will not ſee their Occa/ion 


of this imputa tive Merit (and yet the 
Law makes no Abatement) and will not 
ſubmit . 


wy 


1 
fubmit to accept it, this properly is Unbelicſ. 
May we all verily learn, that there is no 
other Name given under Heaven, whereby 
we can be ſav'd, except the Name of Teſus 
Chriſt! May each of us know his In» 
rfection, and Corruption, and then we 
mal readily acknowledge, that all true 
Religion muft ariſe by a pe. ph rom Aid, 
and that no Righteouſneſs can avail us, 
except Chrift's whole Righteouſneſs ſet to 
Jus, inſtead of our filthy Rags. This is 
the true Myſtery of the Goſpel, as well 
as the Subſtance of old Proteſtaniſm. 
No Scheme beſides can juſtly obviate 
Deiſm, or plant in Mankind a ſolid and 
rational Hope. Antinomianiſm will not fol- 
low, or any Licentiouſneſs of Life, in the 
Chriſtians who apprehend ar:gbt.- | 
. Neither make thy ſelf over-wiſe. Set 
not up thy own ſcanty Apprehenfion 
againſt the Wiſdom of God, or againſt 
the Truths of the Goſpel. Is not he wiſer 
than thou, who gave thee Wiſdom ? It 
is the Duty of all Men to believe, that 
| God only is truly and abſolutely wiſe. 
Again, a Chriſtian may be wile 2 him- 
elf, but he ſhould never take upon him 
to be wiſe for others, What have I to 
do to be Lord of another Man's Con- 
a | ſcience, 
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ſcience, or circumſcribe his Opinions with 
mine, or ſuppreſs them by the ſecular 
Arm, becauſe different from my Manner 
of thinking? A prudent State may ſee, 
and has a Right to ſee, to the Allegiance 
of its Subjects, but no prudent State will 
make it's ſelf the mere Executioner of 
Other's Reſentments. Perſecution is never, 
without Excuſes of a civil Nature, but 
a good Magiſtrate conſiders a Matter 
throughly. An Affectation to dictate, 
and deny the Liberty, our ſelves ſhould 
be apt to plead for, is one of the greateſt 
Vanities, as well as Evils, that attends the 
Stage of the World. 

Why ſhouldſt thou deſtroy thyjelf ? Why 
ſhouldeſt thou —.— — w_ that 
human Frame, which the Creator has 
appointed, as well for an animal Uſe, as 
for a religious One. And which is — 
more important, why ſhould'ſt thou, by 
placing too much Confidence in human 
Righteouſneſs, loſe the Salvation of thy 
Soul? why ſhould'ſt thou reject the 
Counſel of God in the Goſpel againſt thy 
ſelf, or by any troubleſom, overbearing, and 
dog matical Raſhneſs make thy ſelf at 
once contemptible, and odious amongſt 
Men? 


Tnovon 


[32 ] 


Tnoud I have wrote on the preſent 
Occaſion with ſome Severity, and could 
not poſſibly (as I think) avoid it, I am 
perſwaded there are ſeveral Clergymen in 
ENGLAND, ſober and conſiderate Per- 
ſons, who are not concern'd in this An- 
ſwer. Of ſuch no one can entertain 


more Reverence, and Eſteem, than 7his 


Author. Thoſe in this«great City, who 
are now ſo virulent, and labour with fo 


much Art to. prejudice the Layety, may 
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poſſibly find themſelves miſtaken in their 

Expectations from that Quarter, 
'TxuTH only has been my Object, a 

Perſwafion of the Neceſſity of our Old 


Divinity, and a regard for the Principles 


of Liberty. The Toleration ever hangs 
by an Hair, Some of the Arguments 


now us d by our Eccleſiaſtics againſt the 


Methodiſts, in Time muſt equally affect 


the Toleration. It is my Endeavour, that 
' Mankind ſhould not be Brgots, at leaſt 


that they ſhould not be compelFd to be ſo. 
Troven they ought not to deſpiſe an 


Eſtabliſhment, Modes' of Worſhip, or 
legal Forms, through Wantonnefs, yet 
they ſhould dare to entertain Truth (as 
| they apprehend-it) before any other Con- 
ſideration whatſoever, They have a 
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